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UUTC UPDATE 
Inclusive. Intentional. Involved.  

Sunday 
@UUTC 

Office Hours 

The office is open Mon-Fri from 9:30 to 

12:30 and by appointment.    

Pastoral Care 

Going through a rough spot? Have surgery 

coming up? Call (877) 510-5603 or email 

lhhh@uutc.org.  

Nursery Care 

Our Nursery is open Sunday from 9:00am 

to noon for children ages 0-3. Take 

advantage of either service —our childcare 

staff would love to welcome your child.  

Coming Up at UUTC 

Heartfulness Meditation — Sat @ 5:30 

Caregiver Group — Mon @ 10:00 

Spiritual Explorations — Mon @ 3:30 

Men’s Group — Tues @ 9:00 

SMART Recovery — Tues @ 6:00 

Dignity Sorting — Tues @ 10:00 

Never Too Late — Wed @ 10:00 

Eclectics — Wed  @ 10:00 

Choir Rehearsal — Wed @ 4:00 

Living Wage Coalition — Thurs @ 10:00 

Rainbow Alliance — Thurs @ 5:00 

Appreciative Inquiry Workshop 

Sat 11/16 @ 9:00 

 

 

 

“What we SEE depends 

mainly on what we look for.” 

― John Lubbock 

WORDS CREATE WORLDS 
Changing the World with an Appreciative Approach 

Rev. Sally Beth Shore 

We live in the results that have been created, in a very real 

sense, created by human words to one another and to 

ourselves. “Words Create Worlds” is one of several rationales 

for an appreciative approach to life and community that is 

radically challenging to current narratives in our culture.   If we 

really understood this principle, we might be better 

transformative agents.  Let’s talk about it.  

Services at 9:15am and 11:00am. Join us for coffee at 10:30am!                                

http://uutc.org/
mailto:lhhh@uutc.org
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 Social Justice Giving: 

The Haven 

The mission of The Haven of Transylvania 

County is to assist homeless families and 

individuals in crisis in Transylvania County 

by providing safe, temporary refuge in a 

clean comfortable shelter. 

The Haven is an 18 bed homeless shelter. 

We provide our residents with more than 

shelter, we help them find long term 

solutions to their problems. Residents may 

stay up to 90 days. A goal plan is put in 

place within a week of their entry and 

progress is monitored. 

 

The Haven Family House is a 5 bedroom 

house renovated into a temporary shelter 

for families. Families can stay here a longer 

period of time and are expected to achieve 

goals set per individual family. 

 

Both shelters offer laundry facilities, mail 

and message services, zero tolerance for 

drugs and alcohol. 

 

UUTC was one of the founders of The 

Haven of Transylvania County. 

SUNDAY, A WEEK FROM NOW 
10 Years of Compassion 

Rev. Sally Beth Shore 

Nov 12, 2009 marks the anniversary of the launching of The 

Charter for Compassion, the product of religious scholar Karen 

Armstrong’s (Ware Lecturer, 2011 General Assembly of the 

UUA) TED Prize Wish that the world’s religions would come 

together to craft a document affirming the best aspects of 

their traditions.  It’s been 10 years, has there been any success 

in their effort to create a more compassionate world?  What is 

the future of compassion in our world, and how might we 

contribute to its spread?   

CELEBRATING FELLOWSHIP 

RK Young 

In a congregation the size of ours, it becomes increasingly 

difficult to know everybody—and that’s OK. One of the joys of 

the coffee hour, however, is the opportunity to rub elbows 

with friends new and old, no matter which service you choose 

to attend. (Or neither. Heck, just come for coffee if that’s what 

you need on a particular Sunday!) It’s also a time when you are 

“permitted” to not engage too long in conversation with any 

one person, because —let’s face it— there are a lot of folks to 

talk to in only 40 minutes! 

On the next page, you’ll see an invitation to help create more 

opportunities to know people—Circle Dinners will start up 

again in February. Please email or call Quim Moya if you are 

willing to be part of this effort—while he is our organizer, he 

can only host as many people as you help him make space for! 

Finally, you will have seen in the email that delivered this 

document a reference to Fellowship on Tap. Originally 

scheduled for Jordan Street Café, we will now be at 

Mayberry’s. What is the capacity of Mayberry’s? I don’t know, 

but let’s see if we can pack this Living Wage employer with 

Unitarian Universalists on November 20th! 

http://uutc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uutc.org/
https://twitter.com/TransylvaniaUUs
http://uutc.org/
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HOW TO CHECK OUT A BOOK FROM THE UUTC LIBRARY 

 Checking out a book from the UUTC Library is as easy as A  B C.   

A. From the 500 plus books in our library, select the one you wish to read. 
B. In the Ledger Book enter the book title, your name, and the date. 
C. There is no required return date.  When you return the book, place it in the BOOK RETURN BOX 

 SO FUN!  SO EASY!  ☺ 

SUCH A  DEAL! 

Hello! I hope you are all enjoying this wonderful fall weather and the beautiful 

colors that are surrounding us!  

I am writing with a request this week. UUTC is in dire need of a volunteer to head 

up our Property Committee. We have many necessary updates planned for our 

property but lack an organizer to coordinate the efforts of the Property Committee. If you are this very 

organized person, or know of someone you think would be willing to help, would you please contact me? 

We are only looking for an eight month commitment at this point. Such a deal!!!!! 

Thank you!  Joyce Henneberry  

UUTC CIRCLE DINNERS  

During 2018 Elizabeth Thompson organized and coordinated 

the UUTC Circle Dinners. Circle Dinners are an opportunity for 

UUTC members and friends to get together to share a meal 

and establish a more personal and deeper relationship with 

other UUTC folks. I would like to thank Elizabeth for all her 

efforts advocating for and championing these dinners.  

We are planning to again organize the UUTC Circle Dinners in 2020. As a first approach, I will take the 

responsibility of organizing these dinners for the second Saturdays of February, March and April, 2020.  

The first step needed is to have UUTC members/friends that want to volunteer as hosts. The host can 

decide the style of the dinner, i.e. formal, informal, indoor, outdoor, picnic at a park, etc. Normally, the 

dinners are attended by 8-10 people and all attendees bring a dish. The main objective of these dinners is 

the human interaction, not necessarily a dining experience.  

In the near future, I will provide more concrete information for the organization of the 2020 UUTC Circle 

Dinners, please keep your eyes open. Also, if you have any special ideas for these dinners, be sure to let 

me know.  Quim Moya 828-513-0657  

http://uutc.org/
mailto:joyce.henneberry@gmail.com
mailto:quimmoya45@gmail.com
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NOTE FROM REV. SHORE 

Hello, happy Friday!    
 

As the Thanksgiving season approaches, what are some of the things that 

impel your sense of gratitude?  Next week, in the Fellowship Hall, there 

will be a “Wall of Gratitude” – a place for you to share some of your 

thoughts on this—what you are grateful for, how you nurture gratitude, 

and what does it really mean to be grateful? How can gratitude be a 

spiritual practice? This question is very relevant to the Nov 16 Taste of Appreciative Inquiry Workshop.  I 

hope you will join me.   

Some of you have heard me speak about trying something different 

with the way we handle communicating information on Sunday 

morning at UUTC. We’ve already started having short 

announcements about UUTC happenings prior to the service, and 

this coming week, we begin a new way of sharing personal 

information and holding it in the worship service.    

On Sunday, during the service, you’ll be invited to light a candle in 

observance of a personal joy or sorrow you may be 

carrying; members of the Loving Hearts and Helping Hands Team 

(LHHH) will assist in the candle lighting. Additionally, if you have 

specific news to share with me or the LHHH team, paper slips will be 

available for you to write your news and place in the offering baskets.  Next week, a communication will 

go out from LHHH, telling you how to share your joys and milestones with the whole congregation, 

instead of just those at a single service. This will keep all of our congregation included and no one will be 

left in the dark. 

I know that the ritual of out-loud sharing in the service can be deeply meaningful for many people; I also 

know that it can become very challenging, particularly for a growing congregation like UUTC.  I am hopeful 

that by having a regular, reliable way to share our information, and still having a Sunday ritual to honor 

our peaks and valleys, we can enhance the deep connections we feel to this community and each other.  

I ask for your indulgence as we move this experiment forward, and give it a try.  I send a special thank you 

to Susan Bir, who is learning a new email program just to be able to send out this news, and to LHHH for 

helping and thinking about these shifts.    

Sally Beth 

http://uutc.org/
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FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT A DELICIOUS DELIGHT 

Fueled first by pizza and then by s’mores, the gathered crowd enjoyed the excellent film Coco. Due to a 

blown projector bulb, we made use of the new(ish) AV setup in the social hall. Thank goodness for “plan 

B” options! 

http://uutc.org/


Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County                                                                                                          November 8, 2019 

www.uutc.org                                                                             6                                                                            828-877-6121 

 

“A Taste of Appreciative Inquiry” 

Workshop with Rev. Shore 

For UUTC Members, Friends and Visitors  

Saturday, November 16, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   
 

In every human organization, even the most challenged, something is working, or it wouldn’t exist. 

Appreciative Inquiry refers to a philosophy as well as a set of processes for finding what is already 

working, and then building on that to create change. Originally developed as a research methodology over 

three decades ago, Appreciative Inquiry has been used all over the world in settings from major 

corporations to remote villages in Nepal, helping groups and individuals align their strengths and create 

remarkable results.  

UUTC will be using Appreciative Inquiry tools in January as part of Vision 2025, continuing the work that 

was presented at the Launch on Oct 30. The “Taste of AI” workshop is not required or needed to 

participate in later Vision 2025 work, but will be of general interest to anyone interested in learning about 

and applying this strengths-based approach.  

Coffee and breakfasty-snacks will be served. 

Sponsored by the UUTC Council 

 SIGN UP HERE  
 or at the front counter  :) 

http://uutc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1158654891007613/
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VISION 2020-2025 — WHERE WE’VE BEEN, WHAT WE’VE DONE (RECENTLY!) 

This article has been edited for this publication. —Ed. 

The Council asked me to kick us off 

tonight with a brief reporting of some of 

the great things that have been 

happening around UUTC so far this year 

and as I sat down to start putting my 

thoughts on paper, I realized,  Wow! 

What a year!!!!! 

We found ourselves without a minister 6 

months after the deadline had passed to 

get in the UUA settled minister pool for 

2020. The worship team pulled together 

one of the best speaker schedules I can 

ever remember - from any of the UU 

churches I have attended over the years.  

The Council immediately began looking for people to serve on a Search Team. The Board, while still trying 

to get final paperwork filed to assure Rev. Ilene would be taken care of with long term disability, made 

our case to UUA that we felt it would be detrimental to our church to have to be thrown into a two year 

search for a settled minister when we had just come off of 3 ministers in 4 years - and they heard us!  

This congregation came together and approved a fantastic search team who has been meeting and 

working with UUA to the point that between the Board, Council and the search team we have officially 

caught up the 6 months we did not have and they have us right up to date with all of the deadlines 

moving forward. Another reason this is important for us is because our neighbors and friends at the 

Hendersonville UU Church are also in the search for a settled minister, but they are in the two-year interim 

cycle, so the dedication and work of UUTC has assured that we will not be competing against each other. 

Keeping us good friends and neighbors and not competitors.  

While this was going on, we had a Transitional Minister Team working to identify and find a minister to 

guide us through this year. This team successfully found and secured Rev. Shore to be here with us. We 

are so fortunate and grateful for her contributions both in the pulpit and in the day-to-day management 

and growth of this congregation.  

We have reviewed and rewritten a customized contract for our next Settled Minister to better reflect and 

serve the needs of this specific congregation here in Brevard, NC. 

We held a focus group and listened to the parents of our young families to begin 

Michael Solomon and Joyce Henneberry prepare to kick off the evening. 

Continued on page 8 

http://uutc.org/
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reconstructing our Children’s Religious Exploration program - CRE. Our 

previous program was dwindling and it was a huge concern, as we all know 

that the future of UUTC is our children. We have hired Kevin Lausch as our new Director of CRE and , after 

consulting with the Finance Committee, hired teachers as well. We heard our parents when they said they 

would like to come to the early service. We have re-established a CRE Team to support this program. And, 

as of now, attendance in our CRE 

program is up over 200%. What a 

great start! 

Our Nursery room has a wonderful 

new look as the Facilities Team 

completely repainted and found 

wonderful art to give this important 

area a fresh new look.  

8 people attended GA this past 

summer - and I think each person 

brought back different information 

and ideas to improve UUTC! 

June saw the transformation in the 

office as we moved Amy Lander 

from childcare to Administrative Assistant to help lighten some of RK’s load - she has been a wonderful 

addition and is currently taking on the task of communication through social media besides her other 

office duties.  In addition, the Board has just approved one more part time hire so very soon we will have 

another Administrative Assistant contributing in the office. (New hire Eloise Shepard started this week.) 

Facilities, enabled by generous donors, did a fantastic job as they converting our empty lot next door into 

a wonderful green space for us all to enjoy!  

We have a new sound/A/V system in place and have almost raised enough in additional funds to have this 

unexpected expense paid off! (Under $2000 left to go!) 

Thanks to Bruce Kirkman, we got back to The Mountain for a retreat again, with a nice sized group of 

people having their first exposure to The Mountain.  And another is being planned.  

In April, our Stewardship Team asked all members and friends if they would consider raising their pledges 

by 20% in commemoration of our 20th anniversary - That was quite an ask! But - they knew what we were 

capable of - I am pleased to announce that our annual pledges are not up 20%, but 24% this year.  

Our Endowment Fund grew faster than expected —currently over $160,000— and policy is being written 

and to be in place so that we may see the first distribution in 2020. 

Continued from page 7 

Continued on page 9 

Socializing before the program began. 

http://uutc.org/
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We are currently at the highest recorded membership in our history as we 

have 257 members and friends! 

I AM SURE I HAVE OMITTED MANY OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS - Please, for all successes unmentioned no 

matter how small or large, know that we are very grateful for EVERYTHING that you all have done for this 

congregation. This listing I have just gone through is not of what the board has been doing, but us all - This 

is what this congregation has achieved in just a few short months! Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so 

little, together we can do so much!” I think we deserve a round of applause for all we have done together! 

I am closing my portion of this program with some words from Michelle Obama which I have revised 

slightly - Where she spoke of America, I have inserted UUTC, as I feel it is a perfect description of us: 

“Here at UUTC, we don't let our differences tear us apart. Not here. Because we know that our 

greatness comes from when we appreciate each other's strengths, when we learn from each other, 

when we lean on each other, because in this congregation, it's never been each person for themselves. 

No, we're all in this together. We always have been.” 

And now - it is time to look forward.  Thank you. 

Joyce Henneberry 

President of the Board of Trustees, 2019-2020 

Continued from page 8 

Below, Ambassadors of the Bean & Leaf speak 

with a worshipper of beans and leaves.  ;) 

Music sorting on Tuesday! 

CRE Team planning! 
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K E E P  U P  W I T H  W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our “insider” church calendar.  For previous issues of the UUTC Update, click HERE.  

SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.  

 

C O N T A C T  U S  

Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712. Our church is located at the corner  of Varsity Street 
and South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.  

Our Mission, as a welcoming, inclusive community  
acting from love, compassion and respect is: 

 

 To support individual spiritual journeys and  
To promote social, economic and environmental justice. 

Inclusive.  Intentional.  INVOLVED. 

WHAT IS TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE? 

Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) was started in 1999 by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann 

Smith as a vigil to honor the memory of Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998. The 

vigil commemorated all the transgender people lost to violence since Rita Hester's death, and began an 

important tradition that has become the annual Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

"Transgender Day of Remembrance seeks to 

highlight the losses we face due to anti-

transgender bigotry and violence. I am no stranger 

to the need to fight for our rights, and the right to 

simply exist is first and foremost. With so many 

seeking to erase transgender people -- sometimes 

in the most brutal ways possible -- it is vitally 

important that those we lose are remembered, 

and that we continue to fight for justice." 

- Transgender Day of Remembrance founder Gwendolyn Ann Smith 

On November 20th, at 5:30 pm, First Congregational Church of Hendersonville (UCC) will hold an 

ecumenical vigil to remember and honor the transgender people around the world whose lives have been 

lost to anti-transgender violence.  All are welcome. 

Also on November 20th, there will be an observance of Transgender Day of Remembrance from 8 am to 5 

pm in Pritchard Park, 67 Patton Ave., Asheville. 

http://uutc.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
http://uutc.org/document-archive-b/
mailto:ianuutc@gmail.com
mailto:ianuutc@gmail.com
mailto:ianuutc@gmail.com
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gwendolyn-ann-smith/transgender-day-of-remembrance-why-we-remember_b_2166234.html

