
JUNE 13, 2014 

UU 
UPDATE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY                                     A WELCOMING CONGREGATION 

THE MAGIC OF PRAYER 
by David Grant — Sunday, December 13th, 9:30am and 11:00am 

Born in Chattanooga and graduate of U of Chattanooga (now part of UT), David Grant served around 

the world in the USAF as a pilot. He retired in 1994 as a Lt. Col. and moved from Germany, with his 

wife Betsy, to Brevard in 1996.  They have three sons and a number of grandchildren. Dave's story, in 

part, tells of his time as a POW.  
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NEXT WEEK at UUTC 

A Fearless Heart — Mon 12/14 @ 3:30pm 

Mindfulness – Mon 12/14 @ 7:00pm 

Morning Meditation — Tues 12/15 @ 7:00am 

Men’s Group – Tue 12/15 @ 9:00am  

Dream Group – Tue 12/15 @ 2:30pm  

SMART Recovery – Tue 12/15 @ 6:00pm  

Eclectics Jam – Wed 12/16 @ 9:30am  

Morning Mediation—Thurs 12/17 @ 7:00am 

Women’s Sharing Potluck —Thur 12/17 @ 6:15pm 

Knitting Circle— Fri 12/18 @ 10:30am 

Game Night! — Fri 12/18 @ 5:30pm 

WHY UUTC IS HOME 

We mentioned during Joys and Sorrows on 

Sunday, October 19, 2014, that we were 

excited to be requesting a marriage license the 

next day. We found out when we arrived at the 

Register of Deeds that we were the first gay 

couple to do so in Transylvania County. What 

made the experience even more special was 

that 27 members of the congregation were 

there to support us! The following Sunday we 

got married in the sanctuary, right after second 

service, and were delighted to have a reception 

in our honor. Members and Friends of UUTC 

do not only speak out for social justice; they 

STAND UP and SHOW UP! We feel so loved in 

this congregation.  

—Elizabeth Thompson & Susan Freeman 

OUR CALENDARS — Below are events that 

are not Team or Committee meetings. Access 

the complete calendar of events HERE. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
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Our seven participants from the Intermediate CON posing at Meditation Rock. Hiatt Gafnea, Ian Fox, 

Sofie Pandolfo, Anderson Whitehead, Mae Peterson, Kate Gafnea and Wolfgang McQueen. Tim 

Gafnea, Hiatt and Kate's dad, went as the male supervisor and shared this photo. Yay, Tim! 

Sunday the 6th marked the completion of all three Youth CON's at The Mountain. We had more 

youth attend this year than any other, so our tradition is growing and thriving. We had several 

youth attend for the first time, Eli & Reed Ibarguen, Arawen, Patience, and Cedar Ann, and all reports 

from our newbies were very positive. 

I want to extend a special BIG thanks to all 

our adult youth supervisors. Without their 

willingness to volunteer, our youth would not 

be able to attend! So a big round of internet 

applause to Margaret, James Spicer (Eli and 

Reed's grandfather), Stepheny Hine (a BC 

student), Tim Gafnea and our own Emily 

Atkinson. Big Cheers and YEE-Haws!   

At Left, High School youth: Cedar Ann 

Skeen, Emily Sheffield and Loie Felty.  
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CREATING HOME 

Sunday, December 6th, while Paula was talking about abstract concepts, our children were getting 

concrete! They created their own homes during class.  Check them out in the lobby!   

“Creating Home is not about the outward appearance and 

material worth of our homes. In these sessions, children explore 

the deep sense of sacredness, the beauty of hospitality, and the 

gift of loving relationships that a home can represent. As 

participants actively explore the concept of home, they create a 

community home in your meeting space. Watch for small 

differences in children's respect for one another and their 

engagement with the wider congregation as they learn to identify 

their Unitarian Universalist congregation as a home. “ —UUA 
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KATIE MESSMER, ADULT IN THE NURSERY!  

Katie moved to Brevard a few years ago to work at Earthshine 

Discovery Center. Since graduating Appalachian State in 19

(mumble), she became a teacher in Memphis, TN, and 

Washington, DC, and is thrilled to be back in WNC. She's 

really good at headstands and tries to play outside as much 

as possible.  

We found Katie first through We Are Brevard, which is a 

Community page on Facebook. After initial contact with the 

office, in which Heather Layton was mentioned, Katie said, 

”Oh, I know Heather…” and we were off and running. Of all 

those we spoke with, Katie had the strongest credentials.  

Katie hiked the Art Loeb trail over Thanksgiving, but also 

enjoys mountain biking, kayaking and anything else that gets 

her outside. 

At left, Katie with one of her goat friends. She holds the first 

aid certifications we require (in addition to being a certified 

teacher.) Welcome aboard, Katie! 

CHRISTMAS IN THE HOUSE! 

Many Thanks to Virginia MacDonald for providing our 

green wreath, and to Kay Webb for decorating it! Our 

vestibule is looking much more festive. Some thoughts 

on the season: 

Christmas is a tonic for our souls. It moves us to think 
of others rather than of ourselves. It directs our 
thoughts to giving.  —B. C. Forbes 

Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply 
religious time that each of us observes, in his own 
way, by going to the mall of his choice. —Dave Barry 
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LEVERAGE YOUR GIFT AND REDUCE YOUR TAXES! 

By donating appreciated stock, you can provide support for UUTC, either through our UUTC 
Endowment or the General Fund, while also lowering your taxes more than a cash gift allows. 
 
When you donate stock or other securities to UUTC, you can take an income tax charitable deduction 
for the entire current value of the stock on the date it is donated (if you itemize, and subject to 
current IRS regulations). You can deduct the full current value of the stock that you donate, not the 
amount you originally paid for it. As an added bonus, when you donate appreciated securities, you will 
not have to pay any capital gains tax on those assets (if they have been held for more than one year). 
In effect, you can make a larger gift at a lower cost. For these reasons, a gift of appreciated securities 
may be one of the best ways for you to support Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County. 
 
If you have publicly traded securities held electronically in a brokerage account, you can transfer them 
by wire through the Depository Trust Company (DTC) to our brokerage account. This electronic 
transfer is the most popular and most efficient way to donate securities, and it is fairly easy to 
implement. 
 
To arrange this transaction, notify your broker of your intention to make a gift of securities to Unitarian 
Universalists of Transylvania County. Be sure to tell them the name of the stock that you want to 
transfer and the number of shares. Also, please inform your broker of the following information about 
where to send the donated securities: 
 
Brokerage: Ty Hendrix  
LPL Financial 
30 Green Acres Avenue 
Brevard, NC  28712 
Phone: 828-884-4929 
 
DTC #: 0075 
Account Name: Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County 
Account #: 2038-6982 
Tax ID #: 56-2159071 
 
Prior to your transaction, please let us know of your intention to donate stock, so that we may alert our 
broker and ensure that your generosity is acknowledged accurately and promptly. Please include your 
name, complete mailing address, and the name and number of shares of the stock that you are 
donating. Upon the sale of the asset, we will provide you with a formal tax receipt of your contribution. 
If you would like to donate securities held in certificate form or other financial assets, or if you have 
any other questions, please contact Dave Roberts, Treasurer, UUTC, 828-553-4461 or 
mailto:treasurer@uutc.org. Each inquiry will be handled discreetly and will place you under no 
obligation. Also, we encourage you to consult with your tax or financial advisor before making a gift of 
securities. Thank you for considering UUTC in your giving plans. 

mailto:treasurer@uutc.org?subject=Equities%20Transfers
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OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE OF 9 TO 5—

AMENDED! 

In collecting data for the Building Use Task Force, 

graphs make it quite apparent (and a surprise to 

no one) that most programs and groups meet 

between the hours of 9 and 5. Here is a list of 

current exceptions to that rule: 

First Thursdays @ 7:00pm — Drum Circle 

Nearly Every Monday @ 7:00pm — Mindfulness 

Tues/Thurs @ 7:00am — Meditation 

Third Thursdays @ 6:15pm — Women’s Sharing* 

First Sundays @ noon — Sandwich Sunday* 

One Friday, monthly @ 5:30 — Game Night* 

Of these, those with an asterisk (*) also include a 

meal. Game Night also includes childcare, and 

parents wishing childcare for other events may 

request it if they wish to attend. 

Of our working Teams, Membership, CRE and 

Technology meet outside of the standard work 

day. A couple of our policy Committees do, also. 

The Property Committee meets as needed in the 

evenings—usually around 6:00pm, when 

necessary. Our Finance Committee adjusted its 

schedule to accommodate working member Bart 

Renner—they meet precisely at noon until 

1:00pm once a month on the third Wednesday so 

that Bart can come on his lunch hour.  

Finally, our Board of Trustees meets monthly in 

the evening, usually at 6:30pm, on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month.  

THEY DID WHAT??!!? 

Well, if you really want to know the scoop...the 

best thing to do is go to The Source.  

Board Meeting Minutes are on the Board’s 

Board in the Foyer/Social Hall . . . because 

everything else is hearsay.  ☺ 

Copies may be requested anytime, from your 

Administrator.  

BELLS NEEDED 

We are in need are some bells appropriate for 

the accompaniment of tunes like “Jingle Bells” 

and “Silverbells.” If you have any small bells 

that fit this need, we’d love to borrow them for 

our youth to use on Christmas Eve. Please 

contact Heather or call the office, and thanks! 

mailto:admin@uutc.org?subject=Board%20Minutes
mailto:creuutc@gmail.com?subject=Bells
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S O C I A L    A C T I O N    T E A M    N E W S 

WARM & FUZZY 

CHRISTMAS? 

As always, early in December 

our UUTC Mitten Tree will be 

set up in the lobby.  For many years, new or 

gently used hats, scarves, mittens, and gloves 

have decorated our tree.  Warm socks are 

needed as well.   

A week before Christmas we take our 

donations to Bread of Life, El Centro, and The 

Haven.  Let’s top last year’s total of well over 

115 items and really warm up our community!  

Questions?  Call Susan Bir at 884-9387.   

CHRISTMAS BLESSING DONATIONS 

UUTC will be collecting items for Sharing 

House’s Christmas Blessing. This event is in 

place of the “adopt a family” program, and 

families will have the opportunity to choose 

the items most needed.  

Items donated should be for children from birth 

to age 18. Baskets will be in the lobby for your 

donations until December 15th.  

SEND SOME HOLIDAY JOY! 

This  is the season when folks really miss 

having fami ly and f r iends c lose.  

Consider amplifying the good work of our 

Loving Hearts, Helping Hands Team by 

sending a card to one of the people listed on 

the bulletin board next to the front counter or to 

others that they might recommend.  

OR, Surprise someone! Pull out your 

Directory and choose a couple random names 

in the list and let them know how much you 

either miss them, or are glad 

they are part of your 

community! Let those you 

love know it! 

BUILDING USE DATA COLLECTION 

Building Use forms on every door ask for date 

& time of occupation of the space, along with 

the hours occupied and the number of people 

in attendance for the meeting.  

Your help in collecting this data is very 

important. Please look to see that someone 

is adding this information every time you 

are in attendance at any meeting or event.  

Thanks for your help! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

GAME NIGHT! •  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH, 5:30PM 

UUTC’s next game night is Friday the 18th! Sandwiches, tea or water, and childcare will be provided. 

Feel free to bring something to share or the beverage of your choice! Just a time to have some fun 

and get to know each other better. Have a favorite game? Bring that, too! Please sign up at the front 

counter to help us know how many sandwiches to have on hand.  

If you (or your child) has food allergies, please bring something 

you know is safe to eat. When you register, if you are bringing a 

child, please be sure to include them in your reservations.   

Mexican Train? Farkle? Rummikub? Scrabble? Apples to 

Apples? Lots of options to enjoy! Come join us! 

WHALECOAST ALASKA 2016 

Have you ever dreamed of visiting Alaska? If so, 

WhaleCoast Alaska 2016 is for you!  Four Alaska UU 

fellowships invite you to experience an eco-cultural and 

spiritual program next summer!  See Alaska through the 

eyes of local UUs in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, 

Seward, and Sitka with friendly homestays and unique tour 

activities.  See wildlife, including moose, bears, caribou, 

whales, bald eagles, seals, and otters. Visit Denali National 

Park. Experience Native Alaskan culture.  Forget the cruise ships – this program is the best way to 

visit Alaska! Programs led by Dave Frey, member of the Fairbanks UU congregation and Alaska travel 

expert. Find out more about this Alaskan trip of a lifetime. Visit www.WhaleCoastAK.org, email 

dfrey@whalecoastak.org, or call 907-322-4966.  They would love to share their Alaska with you!  

Following the December 20th performance of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever there 

will be a reception in the Social Hall. Even if you will be attending the performance on 

the 16th, come and join the fun on the 20th! All are welcome! 

http://www.WhaleCoastAK.org/
mailto:dfrey@whalecoastak.org


Page 9    December 11th,  2015         

THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER! 
 

Performance Dates:  

Wednesday, December 16th at 6:30pm 

Sunday, December 20th at 10:30am 

Mark your calendars for THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER, 

yes EVER, at UUTC anyway!  Rehearsals have begun, and we are off to a great start! This story will 

make you laugh, and it may even make you cry. Our UUTC youth are taking the main stage, and, 

believe me, we have some talent amongst us. Sofie Pandolfo, an 8th grader at Brevard Academy, 

stars as Imogene Herdman, the oldest sister of this rough and tough family of 6. You will see Imogene 

transform before your eyes as she realizes that she and her family have quite a bit in common with 

Mary and Joseph, poor refugees in a strange land with a baby on the way and very few resources. 

Gladys Herdman, "the youngest and meanest Herdman," is being played by Leah Austin, and it will 

take some serious acting to make our sweet Leah seem mean.  

Our own Rev Paula plays the play director who takes on the task of taming the wild Herdman crew 

and directing The Best Christmas Pageant Ever! Don't miss it! Wednesday the 16th at 6:30 following 

the UUTC holiday dinner and then again Sunday the 20th at 10:30am (one service that day). 

As always, Thanks for your support! — Heather 

PLANNING FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 

On December 24th, we will have TWO services. The first, at 4:30pm, will be Intergenerational. The 

service will be followed by refreshments at 5:15-6:00pm—essentially our social time between 

services. This time will be followed by the 6:00pm service, which will be our more traditional service.  

The following Sunday, December 27th, we will have only one service, at 10:30am.  



K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events. 

For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.  

SEND news for this newsletter by 10:00am on Wednesdays.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our Minister is the Rev. Dr. Paula R. Gable. To reach her out of the office, call 828-553-9410. 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon and by appointment.  

The church telephone number is 828-877-6121. Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, 

NC 28712. Our website is www.uutc.org.  Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner 

of South Broad Street in Brevard. Our email address is admin@uutc.org.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the brokenhearted, the insiders 

and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian 

Universalism."  
                         Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

Our mission is to create a community that encourages free spiritual discovery and growth, 

celebrates personal and religious diversity, and promotes active,  

responsible involvement in the larger community. 

Inclusive. Intentional. INVOLVED. 
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Please save your BOX TOPS for Education and bring them to UUTC. Emily and Heather will split up 
the collection and donate to our county schools. 
Schools earn cash rewards for educational 
programs. See this website for more 
information:  

http://www.boxtops4education.com 

A collection box is on the left side of the front 
counter. Thanks! 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://www.uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org
http://www.boxtops4education.com

