
JUNE 13, 2014 

UU 
UPDATE 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS OF TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY                                     A WELCOMING CONGREGATION 

CIRCUS OF THE SUN 
by Rev. Earle Rabb — Sunday, July 19th 

We can learn to live as the Sun does. The process by which it 

lives and the process by which it dies are one and the same. It 

hasn’t a care in the world. It simply expends itself gloriously, and 

in so doing gives life to us all. 

Sunday 

Sermon 

Please join us for worship on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.,  and for coffee and fellowship at 10:30.   
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NEXT WEEK at UUTC 

Social Action Mtg – Mon 7/20 @ 3:00 pm  

Mindfulness Community – Mon 7/20 @ 7:00 pm 

Men’s Group – Tue 7/21 @ 9:00 am 

Admin Com Mtg – Tue 7/21 @ 10:00 am 

Dream Group -- Tues 7/21 @ 2:30 pm 

Eclectics Jam – Wed 7/22 @ 9:00 am  

AT UUTC AFTER OFFICE HOURS?  

BE SURE TO  CHECK & LOCK ALL THE DOORS ON THE WAY OUT.  

USHER NEEDED SUNDAY 

We need one usher for the 9:30 service. If you can serve, please come ready to join Leslie Keir! 

Also, the nursery will be open to children of all ages this Sunday—no Spirit Play is planned. 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD PRESIDENT 

I said in my June update to you all that the Board has 

changed its meeting day of the month.  We have to 

change it again to avoid a conflict for one of our 

members.  We know now that our next meetings will be 

on August 19 and September 23 at 6:30 p.m. 

No finance reports were available because our meeting 

was before the bank sent out the statements.  (Hence, 

our meeting day change.) 

Jim Null graciously met with the city to see to getting the sinkhole in the parking lot fixed.  So far they 

have patched the hole, but not thoroughly fixed, the cause of the sinkhole.  So we will have to  keep 

an eye on it. 

Our main item of business was the discussion of our purchase of new accounting software.  Dave 

Roberts, our Treasurer, did a lot of research on the top 20 software packages for churches; he got a 

quote from ACS Technologies that produces the package he recommended to us. 

This is the software used by All Souls in Asheville and, as such, it is familiar to our bookkeeper, Sue 

Gervais.  Currently, Sue uses three different and incompatible software packages to provide the 

monthly reports needed by the Board and the Finance committee. This is quite labor intensive, so Sue 

has consistently had to work beyond the four hours per week for which we hired her.  

After discussing the respective costs, the Board voted to buy the software as soon as possible.   We’ll 

be buying three integrated modules:  Membership and Contributions; General Ledger (accounting); 

and Payroll. While our current fees for upgrades to PowerChurch and Quickbooks plus PowerChurch 

support are less than we will be paying for ACS, there are tradeoffs that make this increase negligible:  

Sue feels confident that she will be able to do her work in the allotted four hours and we will not need 

to hire Mary Scott at $65/hour for support with the other packages.   

In addition, we’ll be getting added functionality: 

 our mass emails to the congregation will come more easily right off this database 

 through iPhone/Android, we will be able to access the member directory, the status of our 

personal pledge, information on group meetings and more. 

Continued on next page... 
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 We’ll have small groups management (not currently managed by anything) through the 

AccessACS module 

 With this integrated system we’ll eliminate double entries and those potential mistakes. Better 

accounting will mean better control of expenses; and better membership tracking means no one 

falls through the cracks and time is not wasted tracking people down. 

 ACS does support families with different last names, as PowerChurch does.  

 ACS payroll supports direct deposit, allowing our employees timely access to their wages, and 

eliminating worries over timely paycheck signing. 

We’re delighted!  Though you may not see the improvements, THEY WILL BE HERE! 

—Peg Hall, Board President 

Message from the Prez, continued... 

URGENT HELP REQUESTED! 

Please contact Peg Hall (president@uutc.org) or the office if you can 

serve on our Personnel Team.  As you know, teams fall under Ministry, 

but while we eagerly await Paula’s arrival, WE NEED TO HIRE a 

replacement right away for nursery staff, and need assistance during 

that process.  If you can help for this one Personnel Team task and 

cannot serve on the team beyond that, that would work!  Thank you! 

THANKS FROM CAROL MAC 

My broken leg is healing well and I am receiving PT at home for the month of July and maybe for the 

month of August too.  No weight bearing for 8 weeks! You can imagine I am going a little stir 

crazy.  However, new project....making necklaces is keeping me busy since I can't get into my studio 

to paint!  I want to thank so many of you for your cards and calls of well wishes and all the offers of 

help from grocery shopping to changing out shower doors, to doing laundry, to providing meals. And 

special thanks to Joanna Bliss who would not let me be alone for those first awful days. Our UU family 

truly is a family and I could not be in better hands.  Thank you all so very much. 

mailto:president@uutc.org
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HAVE YOU FOUND US ON FACEBOOK? 

Not everyone is “on” Facebook, of course. But for those of you who are, please check out our page to 

discover what General Assembly (GA) in Portland was like when the Supreme Court decision on 

same-sex marriage was announced. Scroll down the page to June 30th, the date the comment from 

Sue Null was posted. You may find some other posts of interest, as well! Like the page to get updates, 

which are typically about five times a week. To save you time in finding it, clicking the image above 

will take you directly to the page. 

YOUR MINUTES ARE READY. 

June’s minutes from the Board are available upon request 

from the Administrative Assistant or for your perusal on the 

Board’s Board in the Social Hall. Keep up with the minutiae! 

Amaze your friends with facts about our inside dealings!  

https://www.facebook.com/uutc.org
mailto:admin@uutc.org


PASTORAL CARE 

Dick Tucker is our Pastoral Care Minister for the month of July. Should you need to speak with him, 

the number to call is 553-9410.  
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S O C I A L    A C T I O N    T E A M    N E W S 

Social Action for July—Muddy Sneakers  
 

The mission of Muddy Sneakers is to awaken in 5th grade students a 

connection with nature.  The children are guided into the forest to learn about 

ecosystems, living organisms, weather and water cycles.  Muddy Sneakers 

inspires curiosity, stimulates learning, and brings new life to classroom 

curiosity.  A recent addition is a summer day camp for 4th to 7th graders. General giving is wonderful, 

but you also have the opportunity to sponsor a child. To learn more, visit http://muddysneakers.org. 

If one really wishes to know how justice is administered in a country, one does not question 

the policemen, the lawyers, the judges, or the protected members of the middle class. One 

goes to the unprotected—those, precisely, who need the law’s protection most!—and listens 

to their testimony.  

James Baldwin, The Price of the Ticket 

A SEA OF YELLOW SHIRTS 

UUTC had lots of company in 

Winston-Salem for the Moral 

Monday gathering for Voting Rights. 

Elizabeth Thompson, Jean & Lackey 

Rowe, Eleanor Mockridge, Gail 

Livingston, Sue & Jim Null and Alex 

Burroughs were all in attendance—if 

you were there, be proud! 

http://muddysneakers.org/
http://muddysneakers.org/sponsor/community-sponsorship-donation-formC:/Users/UUTC/Documents/ADMIN - DIRECTORIES
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MEET DAVE ROBERTS 

Dave Roberts is our new Board Treasurer. 

Jim Hardy is still gleefully passing off new 

documents to him. Please offer your 

condolences next time you bump in to Dave, 

and your congratulations next time you 

bump into Jim! 

Dave was raised in Eastern Pennsylvania. 

Though he was originally schooled in 

Pharmacy, he worked in consumer finance 

and business accounts receivable before 

switching to network engineering. He retired in 2009. Dave and his wife Judy accidentally found 

Brevard while on a road trip searching for the ideal retirement community and never looked further. 

While exploring the spiritual offerings in this community, Judy and Dave wandered into UUTC one fine 

November morning in 2012. Dave returned to experience the Men’s Group and became a member of 

UUTC January 2013. Dave enjoys woodworking, metalsmithing, and dabbling in home automation, 

while Judy volunteers her time in various Transylvania County non-profits.  

Dave has two sons from a previous marriage and a brother who still lives in Pennsylvania.  

ELECTRONIC GIVING 

For anyone who has had trouble setting up their electronic 

pledge through the UUTC/VANCO website, the fiscal year issues 

have been fixed. You WILL need to renew your giving 

instructions with VANCO every fiscal year.  

Electronic pledging is easy and convenient.  Pledges can be 

automatically deducted from a bank account, or even charged to a 

credit card - support UUTC and collect charge points at the same 

time!  
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COMING IN AUGUST: SUUPER HEROS! 

Our Chalice Camp is coming up in August, from 

the 10th through the 13th. Heather & Emily need 

volunteers to help in various roles, including 

prepping morning snacks, assisting with outdoor 

supervision and others. Please call Heather  at 877-

2174 if you can help.  

ANNUAL RETREAT AT  

THE MOUNTAIN 

Our Annual Retreat will be late 

October—so late, in fact, that we will be 

there for Halloween! This year, we will 

use the Treehouse and cabins. Mark 

your calendars now for October 30th 

through November 1st! 

As last year, check in is anytime Friday afternoon, with supper provided. Check out on Sunday. 

THERE ARE ONLY 40 SLOTS,  so make your reservation early—and given that we are in the 

cabins, be prepared to indicate who you would like to “bunk” with in duplex cabins and bunkhouses. 

Make it a party with friends! 

“A comfort zone is a beautiful place,  

but nothing ever grows there.”  

Where will you go to grow? 

http://mountaincenters.org/pages/registration.php


K E E P U P  W I T H  W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G ! ! !  

VIEW our church calendar. This is the calendar which has ALL events. 

For previous issues of the UU Update, contact the office at admin@uutc.org.  

SEND news for this newsletter by close of business on Wednesdays. Please include date(s),  

a description, and the contact person’s name and telephone or email address. Send to 

news@uutc.org. 

SCHEDULE events on the UUTC calendar by sending an email to calendar@uutc.org with the date, 

start and end times, space to be used, and contact person.  

 
C O N TA C T  U S  

Our Pastoral Care Minister for the month of July is the Rev. Dick Tucker. Reach him at 553-9410. 

Church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. until noon. The church telephone 

number is 828-877-6121. 

Our mailing address is UUTC, PO Box 918, Brevard, NC 28712.  

Our email address is uutcadmin@comporium.net. Our website is www.uutc.org.   

Our church is located at 24 Varsity Street, at the corner of South Broad Street in Brevard.  

“We are the certain and the seeking, the lifers and the newcomers, the beloved and the 

brokenhearted, the insiders and the rejected, all of whom have found a home in the  

extraordinary, yet  intimate, communities of Unitarian Universalism."  

                       Melissa Harris-Perry, MSNBC Host 

 

UUTC Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to create a community that 

encourages free spiritual discovery and 

growth, celebrates personal and religious 

diversity, and promotes active, responsible 

involvement in the larger community. 

 

Join Us! 
 

Discover what it means to have a personal 

faith which is anchored by diversity and  

acceptance. Join in Sunday services with the 

Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County. 

Contact information is below. 
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https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=brevarduutc@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:admin@uutc.org
mailto:news@uutc.org
mailto:calendar@uutc.org
http://www.uutc.org

