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Special Congregational Meeting Minutes 
Unitarian Universalists of Transylvania County 
May 7, 2017 @ 12:00PM 
 
The time, date, and purpose of the Special Congregational Meeting were published 
at least 14 days prior to the meeting.  An agenda with proposed resolutions, the 
02/26/17 Special Congregational Minutes, and an Absentee Ballot were made 
available to Members at least 14 days prior to the meeting and copies were available 
at the front desk. 
 

Gary Kendrick, President of the Board of Trustees, called the meeting to order. 
 

A count indicated that a quorum (at least 40% of current membership of 173) was 
present to conduct business. The Board Secretary later verified that 110 Members 
were in attendance. 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to approve the 02/26/17 Special Congregational 
Minutes and to vote on the Call for a Settled Minister. 
 

A motion to approve the 02/26/17 Special Congregational Minutes was made by 
Charlie Williamson and seconded by Jim Null.  There was no discussion.  The motion 
to approve passed unanimously. 
 

President Kendrick recognized the work of the Settled Minister Search Task Force 
and thanked its members, Lauren Agrella-Sevilla, Joanna Bliss, Ben Browning, Betty 
Kendrick, Bruce Kirkman, and Earle Rabb for their efforts on behalf of the 
Congregation.  
 

He introduced Lauren Agrella-Sevilla who made a motion to endorse the decision of 
the Settled Minister Search Task Force and to approve the call of Rev. Ilene Gillispie 
as UUTC’s Settled Minister.  The motion was seconded by Jim Null.  The floor was 
opened for discussion.  After a period of comments, questions and responses, Tom 
Traywick called for the question. The motion to close discussion was seconded and 
approved. President Kendrick explained the process for voting by secret ballot. 
 

As each Congregant received a ballot, (s)he was verified as a Member from a 
membership list.  After verifying membership and receiving a ballot, each 
Congregant marked his/her ballot and placed it in the ballot box. After all ballots 
were cast, Board members commenced tallying ballots and votes. 
 

Verified Voting Results: 
Members Voting on Site  110 
Absentee Votes        13 
TOTAL VALID BALLOTS  122*         *1 Abstention counted as not voting 
Number of Votes to Approve 116 
Number of Votes to Oppose           6 
Percentage to Approve    95% 
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President Kendrick announced that Rev. Ilene Gillispie had received the required 
90% threshold to call her as a Settled Minister.  She was notified and returned to the 
sanctuary, where she was welcomed as UUTC’s Settled Minister and congratulated 
by the Congregation.   
 

After Rev. Ilene Gillispie and President Gary Kendrick signed a contract, Rev. Ilene 
made a few brief remarks to the Congregation. 
 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dave Roberts and seconded by Kay 
Webb.  The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kay Webb 
Board Secretary 
 
 


